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Mass Intention

Our Parishioners

Péngase en contacto con Elizabeth
para programar una misa o si tiene
alguna pregunta. Por favor, den inten-
ciones de misa al Padre.

Contact Elizabeth to schedule a Mass
or if you have any questions. Please

Prajing With Next Week’s
Readivgs

Reading T: Sirach 2+:4-7
Responsorial Psalim: 2.:2-3,
1216
Reading TT:

1 Corinthians 15:54-5%
Gospel: Luke ¢:39-45

February Birthd

1 Andres Zepeta Gonzalez

12 Wayne Wallace

14 Manuel Vazquez

15 Agatha Pascal
Mary Rodgers

16 Julio Gonzalez-Zepeta

22 Stephen Abernathy
Eddy Dubon
Brian Dubon
Maria Dubon

26 Ruby Rodriguez

InOnr m "

|
1 Please use this list to pray for those who

: are in need. May we all lift one another up

: in prayer .

| Steven Goellner; Mary Frances
: Kramer, Nina Gendron & family,
: Esther Zepeta

1 Please contact the office with updates.

Catholic
Community

Foundation
of the Diocese of Richmond

2025 Annual Dioce

Upeeming Events:

Feb. 25-Knights Meeting

-

o“rudyofmol..,,.

A4

Council 930°

Grand Knight: Mark Fracassa
Deputy Grand Knight: John

Husson

Chancellor: Dave Thomas
Recorder: Bobby Berndt, PGK*

| Treasurer: Jay Warfel, PGK*

| Financial Secretary:
| Tom O’Neill, PGK*
: Advocate: Bob Oravits

: Warden: Paul Kurilla

: Guards:

' Inside: Kip Boisot, PGK*
|

1 Outside: Richard Rumplik
1

1
: BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

: Trustee One Year:

: Chuck Youse

: Trustee Two Years:

: Bobby Berndt, PGK*

| Trustee Three Years:

| Wilson Youngblood, PGK*
| *PGK-Past Grand Knight

1 Catholic men 18 years or older

L are eligible to join the Knights

: of Columbus. Please contact

|

I Mark Fracassa (804) 305-6175
|

Lor Tom O’Neill (252)519-3050 .

-

office@strichardscatholicchurch.org

St. Richard Catholic Church

www.strichardscatholicchurch.org

117 Laurel Street, Emporia, VA 23847

We welcome all visitors and guests to our parish family and wish you safe travels and a happy visit to Emporia.

Mission Statement:

We, the Church of Saint Richard, have been anointed by Jesus Christ to continue His Mission. For us to participate in the
mission of Jesus, we are challenged by the Gospel to a daily conversion to God, leading to spiritual growth and holiness.
We invite others to join us at the Eucharistic table. Mindful of our neighbors, we will work to bring about a just and peaceful
society. At every opportunity, we will work with other faith communities to further God’s Kingdom.

Pastor: Fr. Jong R. Bayta
jbayta@richmonddiocese.org
Rectory: 434-636-7782

Business Manager:
Elizabeth Martin
434-636-6277

Liturgical Schedule
Weekday Mass:
Wednesday: 12:00 pm at SVMC

Weekend Masses:
Saturday—1:00 pm (Spanish)
Sunday—10:30 am
Rosary:
Wednesday—11:45 am at SVMC
Sunday—10:00 am
Reconciliation:
Sunday—10:00 am

Pastoral Council—Anayeli Verduzco-Rios: 434-368-8141

Finance Council—Janet McKenzie: 614-579-8185

Religious Formation—Anayeli Verduzco-Rios: 434-368-8141

Music Coordinator— Rocky Rodriguez; Assistants—Ramis Celedonia; Jeromil Enoc
Altar Ministry—Stevie Thomas: 434-634-6713

Family Service Advisor—Linda Adamos: 434-774-9376



mailto:office@stpeterebony.org
http://www.st-peter-the-apostle.org/index.html

The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time—February 23, 2025

Background on the Gospel
Reading Luke 6:27-38

Today's Gospel is a continuation of
the teaching that began in last
Sunday's gospel, Jesus' Sermon on
the Plain, which is addressed to
Jesus' disciples. These words from
Jesus' teaching are familiar to us.
They constitute the crux and the
challenge of what it means to be a
disciple: Love your enemies, turn the
other cheek, give to those who ask,
do unto others, lend without
expecting repayment, judge not lest
you be judged. There are several
similarites between Luke's and
Matthew's report of Jesus' great
teaching. Both begin with

Study of the Readings

the Beatitudes. Matthew includes
nearly all the content that Luke does;
the Sermon on the Mount in
Matthew's Gospel is longer than
Luke's Sermon on the Plain. There
are, however, differences in
language and nuance. Matthew
presents this portion of the teaching
as a contrast between Jesus'
teaching and the teachings of the
law and the prophets. This is in
keeping with Matthew's concern to
address his predominantly Jewish
audience. It is likely that Luke omits
this contrast because it was
unnecessary for the  Gentile
believers for whom Luke is writing.
Another point of contrast is the
terminology. In  Luke, Jesus

contrasts the behavior of his
followers with the behavior of
“sinners.” In  Matthew, Jesus

contrasts the behavior desired with
the behavior of tax collectors and
Gentiles. Matthew concludes the
teaching about love of enemies with
the admonition to be perfect as God
is perfect; Luke concludes by
emphasizing God's mercy. In both
Gospels, Jesus' words challenge
those who would follow him to be
more like God. God loves us beyond
our expectations, beyond anything
we can possibly imagine. In
response to God's love, we are to
love as God Iloves, beyond
expectations and with a depth
beyond imagining.

Séptimo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

Antecedentes de Ila lectura del
Evangelio Lucas 6:27-38

El Evangelio de hoy es wuna
continuacion de la ensefanza que
comenzo en el Evangelio del domingo
pasado, el Sermén de JesUs en la
llanura, que esta dirigido a los
discipulos de Jesus. Estas palabras de
la ensefianza de JesUs nos son
familiares. Constituyen el quid y el
desafio de lo que significa ser un
discipulo: Amad a vuestros enemigos,
poned la otra mejilla, dad a los que
piden, haced a los demas, prestad sin
esperar recompensa, no juzgueéis para
que no seais juzgados. Hay varias
similitudes entre el informe de Lucas y
el de Mateo sobre la gran ensefianza
de Jesus. Ambos comienzan con las

Estudio de las lecturas

Bienaventuranzas. Mateo incluye casi
todo el contenido que hace Lucas; el
Sermén de la Montafia en el Evangelio
de Mateo es mas largo que el Sermén
de la Llanura de Lucas. Sin embargo,
hay diferencias en el lenguaje y los
matices. Mateo presenta esta porcion
de la ensefianza como un contraste
entre la ensefianza de Jesus y las
ensefianzas de la ley y los profetas.
Esto estda en consonancia con la
preocupacion de Mateo de dirigirse a
su audiencia  predominantemente
judia. Es probable que Lucas omita
este contraste porque era innecesario
para los creyentes gentiles para
quienes Lucas esta escribiendo. Otro
punto de contraste es la terminologia.
En Lucas, Jesus contrasta el
comportamiento de sus seguidores

con el comportamiento de los
"pecadores". En Mateo, JesuUs
contrasta el comportamiento deseado
con el comportamiento de los
recaudadores de impuestos y los
gentiles. Mateo concluye la ensefianza
sobre el amor a los enemigos con la
admonicién de ser perfectos como
Dios es perfecto; Lucas concluye
enfatizando la misericordia de Dios. En
ambos Evangelios, las palabras de
JeslUs desafian a aquellos que lo
seguirian a ser mas como Dios. Dios
nos ama mas alld de nuestras
expectativas, mas alla de cualquier
cosa que podamos imaginar. En
respuesta al amor de Dios, debemos
amar como Dios ama, mas alla de las
expectativas y con una profundidad
mas alla de lo imaginable.

PARISH NEWS NOTICIAS PARROQUIALES

Campaiia Anual Diocesana del 2025:
Compartiendo Su Amor con los demds
Cuando contribuye a la Campafia Anual Diocesana del 2025, esta respondiendo al llamado de ser un fiel discipulo y administrador
de los dones que Dios nosha otorgado. Al hacerlo, esta apoyando 21 ministerios esenciales de nuestra Iglesia Catdlica, los cuales, al
ser un esfuerzo colectivo, ayudan a miles de personas a lo largo de nuestra Didcesis. Estos ministerios cubren necesidades que no
pueden ser atendidas por una sola parroquia, pero que, juntos, transforman vidas y responden a los desafios mas urgentes de
nuestra comunidad.
Entre estas necesidades se encuentran:
Proveer alimentos, asi como asistencia con calefaccion, alquiler y alojamiento para nifios, familias necesitadas y personas
mayores en toda la Didcesis, respondiendo al mandato de Cristo de servir a los mas vulnerables con generosidad y amor. Este
afo recibimos $3,000.00 del Fondo Diocesano de Combustible y Hambre para ayudar a los miembros de nuestra
comunidad.
Ofrecer seguro de salud y cuidado a largo plazo a nuestros sacerdotes, quienes han dado sus vidas al servicio fiel de la Iglesia,
reflejando el sacrificio y la entrega de Cristo.
Brindar asistencia a parroquias en mision, incluyendo fondos para mejoras de infraestructura, ministerios de alcance y otros
costos ministeriales, para fortalecer nuestra presencia en las comunidades mas necesitadas.

2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal:

Sharing His Love with Others
When you contribute to the 2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal, you are supporting 21 important ministries of our

Catholic Church that help thousands of people across our Diocese with needs such as:

*  Groceries as well as heating, rent and shelter assistance to children, families in need, and the elderly across
the Diocese. This year we were awarded $3,000.00 from the Diocesan Fuel and Hunger Fund to assist those in our
community.

*  Health insurance and long-term care for our priests who have given their lives in service to the Church.

*  Assistance to mission parishes such as funds for capital improvements, outreach ministries, and specific
ministry costs.

To see the full list of ministries supported by the Appeal, please visit richmondcatholicfoundation.org/appeal.

Last Week's Offerto Next Week’s Ministry Schedule

READERS E. MINISTER USHERS SERVERS

MASS ATTENDANCE: Next Week’s Cleaning Group

Online Giving

Actual

Needed Monica Perez

https://giving.parishsoft.com/ Maria Vazquez

app/giving/
Strichardemporiava OR Text
GIVE to 434-603-6341

February 16th Elizer Carillo |Jesus Ramirez

Miryam Ramirez Manuel Vazquez

Offertory: $817.31
Spanish Mass 02/15:

$564.75 ($252.56)

$63.00 Dave Thomas|Vanessa Ramirez

Monserrat Ramirez

Allison Castro




