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Mass Intention

Our Parishioners

Péngase en contacto con Elizabeth
para programar una misa o si tiene
alguna pregunta. Por favor, den inten-
ciones de misa al Padre.

Contact Elizabeth to schedule a Mass
or if you have any questions. Please

Prajing With Next Week’s
Readivgs
Reading I:1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9,
1213, 22-23
Respousorial Psalm: 103:1-4,
2,10,1213
Reading IT:
1 Corinthians 15:45-49
Gospel: Luke 0:27-29

February Birthd

1 Andres Zepeta Gonzalez

12 Wayne Wallace

14 Manuel Vazquez

15 Agatha Pascal
Mary Rodgers

16 Julio Gonzalez-Zepeta
22 Stephen Abernathy
Eddy Dubon

Brian Dubon
Maria Dubon
26 Ruby Rodriguez
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1 Please use this list to pray for those who

: are in need. May we all lift one another up

: in prayer .

| Steven Goellner; Mary Frances
: Kramer, Nina Gendron & family,
: Esther Zepeta

1 Please contact the office with updates.

Catholic
Community

Foundation
of the Diocese of R[cémona

2025 Annual Diocea ppeal
Upcoming Evemnts:

Feb. 17-Office Closed
Feb. 19-No Hospital Mass
Feb. 25-Knights Meeting
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Council 930°
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eputy Grand Knight: John
Husson
Chancellor: Dave Thomas
, Recorder: Bobby Berndt, PGK*
| Treasurer: Jay Warfel, PGK*
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: Grand Knight: Mark Fracassa
D
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| Financial Secretary:

| Tom O’Neill, PGK*

: Advocate: Bob Oravits

| Warden: Paul Kurilla

: Guards:

' Inside: Kip Boisot, PGK*
i Outside: Richard Rumplik

: BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

|
I Trustee One Year:
|

: Chuck Youse

: Trustee Two Years:

: Bobby Berndt, PGK*

| Trustee Three Years:

| Wilson Youngblood, PGK*
| *PGK-Past Grand Knight

|

I

: Catholic men 18 years or older
L are eligible to join the Knights
: of Columbus. Please contact

: Mark Fracassa (804) 305-6175
i or Tom O’Neill (252)519-3050 .

7

office@strichardscatholicchurch.org

St. Richard Catholic Church

www.strichardscatholicchurch.org

117 Laurel Street, Emporia, VA 23847

We welcome all visitors and guests to our parish family and wish you safe travels and a happy visit to Emporia.

Mission Statement:

We, the Church of Saint Richard, have been anointed by Jesus Christ to continue His Mission. For us to participate in the
mission of Jesus, we are challenged by the Gospel to a daily conversion to God, leading to spiritual growth and holiness.
We invite others to join us at the Eucharistic table. Mindful of our neighbors, we will work to bring about a just and peaceful
society. At every opportunity, we will work with other faith communities to further God’s Kingdom.

Pastor: Fr. Jong R. Bayta
jbayta@richmonddiocese.org
Rectory: 434-636-7782

Business Manager:
Elizabeth Martin
434-636-6277

Liturgical Schedule
Weekday Mass:
Wednesday: 12:00 pm at SVMC
Weekend Masses:
Saturday—1:00 pm (Spanish)
Sunday—10:30 am
Rosary:
Wednesday—11:45 am at SVMC
Sunday—10:00 am
Reconciliation:
Sunday—10:00 am

Pastoral Council—Anayeli Verduzco-Rios: 434-368-8141

Finance Council—Janet McKenzie: 614-579-8185

Religious Formation—Anayeli Verduzco-Rios: 434-368-8141

Music Coordinator— Rocky Rodriguez; Assistants—Ramis Celedonia; Jeromil Enoc
Altar Ministry—Stevie Thomas: 434-634-6713

Family Service Advisor—Linda Adamos: 434-774-9376



mailto:office@stpeterebony.org
http://www.st-peter-the-apostle.org/index.html

The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time—February 16, 2025

Background on the Gospel
Reading Luke 6:17, 20-26

Today's Gospel is the beginning of
what is called the Sermon on the
Plain. We find a parallel to this
passage in Matthew 5:1-7,11 that is
called the Sermon on the Mount.
There are differences and similarities
between these gospel readings.
When spoken from the mountaintop
in Matthew's Gospel, the impression
is that Jesus is speaking with the
authority and voice of God. The
mountaintop is a symbol of closeness
to God. Those who ascend the
mountain see God and speak for
God. In Luke's Gospel, Jesus
teaches on level ground, alongside

Study of the Readings

the disciples and the crowd. Luke
presents Jesus' authority in a
different light. He is God among us.
The form of the Beatitudes found in
the Gospels is not unique to Jesus.
Beatitudes are found in the Old
Testament, such as in the Psalms
and in Wisdom literature. They are a
way to teach about who will find favor

with God. The word blessed in this
context might be translated as
“happy,” “fortunate,” or “favored.” The

Beatitudes jar our sensibilities. Those
who are poor, hungry, weeping, or
persecuted are called blessed. This
is, indeed, a Gospel of reversals.
Those often thought to have been
forgotten by God are called blessed.
In the list of “woes,” those whom we

might ordinarily describe as blessed
by God are warned about their peril.
Riches, possessions, laughter,
reputation . . . these are not things
that we can depend upon as sources
of eternal happiness. They not only
fail to deliver on their promise; our
misplaced trust in them will lead to
our demise. The ultimate peril is in
misidentifying the source of our
eternal happiness. The Beatitudes
are often described as a framework
for Christian living. Our vocation as
Christians is not to be first in this
world, but rather to be first in the
eyes of God. We are challenged to
examine our present situation in the
context of our ultimate horizon, the
Kingdom of God.

PARISH NEWS

Sexto Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

Antecedentes de la lectura del
Evangelio Lucas 6:17, 20-26

El Evangelio de hoy es el comienzo de
lo que se llama el Sermdn de la Llanura.
Encontramos un paralelo a este pasaje
en Mateo 5:1-7,11 que se llama el
Sermén del Monte. Hay diferencias y
similitudes entre estas lecturas del
Evangelio. Cuando se habla desde la
cima de la montana en el Evangelio de
Mateo, la impresion es que Jesus esta
hablando con la autoridad y la voz de
Dios. La cima de la montafia es un
simbolo de cercania a Dios. Los que
suben a la montafia ven a Dios y hablan
en nombre de Dios. En el Evangelio de
Lucas, Jesus ensefa en terreno llano,
junto a los discipulos y la multitud.
Lucas presenta la autoridad de JesuUs
bajo una luz diferente. El es Dios entre

Estudio de las lecturas

nosotros. La forma de las
Bienaventuranzas que se encuentran en
los Evangelios no es exclusiva de
Jesus. Las bienaventuranzas se
encuentran en el Antiguo Testamento,
como en los Salmos y en la literatura
sapiencial. Son una manera de ensefar
acerca de quién hallara el favor de Dios.
La palabra bienaventurado en este
contexto podria traducirse como "feliz",
"afortunado” o  "favorecido". Las
Bienaventuranzas sacuden nuestra
sensibilidad. A los pobres, hambrientos,
llorosos o perseguidos se les llama
bienaventurados. Este es, de hecho, un
Evangelio de reveses. Aquellos que a
menudo se piensa que han sido

olvidados por Dios son Illamados
bienaventurados. En la lista de los
"ayes", aquellos a quienes
ordinariamente  podriamos  describir

como bendecidos por Dios son
advertidos acerca de su peligro.
Riquezas, posesiones, risas,

reputacion... Estas no son cosas en las
que podamos confiar como fuentes de
felicidad eterna. No solo no cumplen su
promesa; Nuestra confianza equivocada
en ellos nos llevara a nuestra
desaparicion. EI mayor peligro esta en
identificar erréneamente la fuente de
nuestra felicidad eterna. Las
Bienaventuranzas a menudo se
describen como un marco para la vida
cristiana. Nuestra vocacion como
cristianos no es ser los primeros en este
mundo, sino ser los primeros a los ojos
de Dios. Se nos desafia a examinar
nuestra situacion actual en el contexto
de nuestro horizonte ultimo, el Reino de
Dios.

NOTICIAS PARROQUIALES

appeal.

2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal

Sharing His Love with Others

prayer, worship, service, and education.

Supporting the 2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal is about providing for 21 important ministries of our
Catholic Church. For example, did you know that the Appeal:
*  Provides formation opportunities for youth and young adults aimed at community building,

*  Expands opportunities for college students to deepen their commitment to the Catholic Church.
*  Funds the cost of room, board, tuition, and health insurance for our seminarians.

This year we were awarded $3,000.00 from the Diocesan Fuel and Hunger Fund. These funds are available
through the generous support of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal by the people of the diocese.

To see the full list of ministries supported by the Appeal, please visit richmondcatholicfoundation.org/

Last Week's Offerto

Actual

Needed

Offertory: $817.31
Spanish Mass 02/08:
|Diocesan Newspaper:

$2,264.75 $1,447.44
$108.00
$164.00

app/giving/
Strichardemporiava
GIVE to 434-603-

Online Giving
https://giving.parishsoft.com/

MASS ATTENDANCE:

February 9th

OR Text 117

6341

Campaiia Diocesana Anual del 2025:

Apoyar la Campaiia Anual Diocesana del 2025 es un acto de corresponsabilidad que refleja nuestra gratitud por los
innumerables dones que Dios nos ha otorgado. Al contribuir, no solo estamos proporcionando recursos financieros, sino
también sembrando esperanza, fe y amor en los ministerios vitales de nuestra Iglesia. Esta Campafia apoya 21 ministerios
esenciales que tocan las vidas de miles de personas, ayudando a cumplir con nuestra mision de ser discipulos y
administradores fieles de lo que Dios nos ha dado. Por ejemplo, ésabia que la Campaiia:

Ofrece oportunidades de formacidn para jévenes y adultos jovenes, enfocadas en la construccion de comunidad, la oracidn, la
adoracion, el servicio y la educacidn, ayudandoles a profundizar su relacién con Cristo y a vivir su fe de manera activa.

Amplia las oportunidades para que los estudiantes universitarios fortalezcan su compromiso con la Iglesia Catdlica, guidandolos
en su camino de fe mientras enfrentan los desafios de la vida adulta.
Financia el costo de alojamiento, comida, matricula y seguro de salud para nuestros seminaristas, quienes se estan formando
para servir a la Iglesia y a la comunidad con dedicacidn, al igual que Cristo sirvié a los demas.

Este afio recibimos $3,000.00 del Fondo Diocesano de Combustible y Hambre. Estos fondos estdn disponibles a través del
generoso apoyo de la Campaiia Anual del Obispo por parte de la gente de la didcesis.

Para ver la lista completa de los ministerios apoyados por la Campafia, por favor visite richmondcatholicfoundation.org/appeal.

Next Week’s Ministry Schedule

Next Week’s Cleaning Group

READERS E. MINISTER USHERS SERVERS
George Seif Maria Vasquez |Elizer Carillo |Julio Gonzalez
Toni Ferris Manuel Vasquez|Dave Thomas|Jesus Ramirez Lois

Christine Smith
Stevie Thomas

Vanessa Carillo
Mary Ann Newsome

Gownley Magdalena Alston




