Please patronize our advertisers
and let them know you
appreciate their support of our
parish bulletin.

Place Your Ad Here!
Commercial Ad-$60
(color $100/year)
Memorial Ad-$30/year

To Place An Ad Call
434-636-6277

Mass Intention

Our Parishioners

Contact Elizabeth to schedule a Mass
or if you have any questions. Please
give Mass intentions to Father.

Péngase en contacto con Elizabeth
para programar una misa o si tiene
alguna pregunta. Por favor, den inten-

Praying With Next Week's
Readings

Readivg I: Tsaiah ¢:1-24, -3
Responsorial Psalm: 1323:1-2,
2-3,4-5, -9
Reading TT:1 Corinthians
15411
Gospel: Luke 51-11

January Birthd

8 Ma. Socorro Conte
15 Mary Kramer
18 Luzviminda

Saavedra

19 Myla Nery
20 Melanie DeLuna
23 Pamela Amarillo
24 Nina Gendron
31 Steven Goeliner

: Please use this list to pray for
: those who are in need. May we

: all lift one another up in prayer. |
' Steven Goellner; Rosemary |
: Buskirk, Robert Taylor, :
i Mary Frances Kramer, Nina'
' Gendron & family
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, Recorder: Bob Hathaway
| Treasurer: Jay Warfel, PGK
| Financial Secretary:

Tom O’Neill, PGK
Advocate: Bob Oravits
Warden: Paul Kurilla
Guards:

Inside: Kip Boisot, PGK

Outside: Richard Rumplik

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

Mark Fracassa
Trustee Two Years:

Tom Eddy, PGK
Trustee Three Years:

Chuck Youse
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: If you are a Catholic man 18
|

1 years or older and wish to join

: our Council, please contact

|

I Bobby Berndt (434)636-2565
|

Lor Tom O’Neilll (252)308-0493.

St. Richard Catholic Church

office@strichardscatholicchurch.org www.strichardscatholicchurch.org
117 Laurel Street, Emporia, VA 23847

We welcome all visitors and guests to our parish family and wish you safe travels and a happy visit to Emporia.

Mission Statement:

We, the Church of Saint Richard, have been anointed by Jesus Christ to continue His Mission. For us to participate in the
mission of Jesus, we are challenged by the Gospel to a daily conversion to God, leading to spiritual growth and holiness.
We invite others to join us at the Eucharistic table. Mindful of our neighbors, we will work to bring about a just and peaceful
society. At every opportunity, we will work with other faith communities to further God’s Kingdom.

Pastor: Fr. Jong R. Bayta
jbayta@richmonddiocese.org
Rectory: 434-636-7782

Liturgical Schedule

Weekend Masses:
Saturday—1:00 pm (Spanish)
Sunday—10:30 am
Rosary:
Sunday—10:00 am
Reconciliation:
Sunday—10:00 am

Secretary/Bookkeeper:
Elizabeth Martin
434-636-6277

Pastoral Council—Jenny Holtkamp: 515-201-3761
Finance Council—Dr. Fitzgerald Marcelin: 804-984-0277
Religious Formation—John Holtkamp: 937-935-4516
Music Coordinator—Luz Zapanta: 434-430-6092

Altar Ministry—Stevie Thomas: 434-634-6713



mailto:office@stpeterebony.org
http://www.st-peter-the-apostle.org/index.html

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time—January 30, 2022

Focusing the Gospel

Key words & phrases:
fulfiled in  your hearing,
gracious words, filled with fury,
hurl him down, passed through
the midst of them

To the point:

“gracious words” to the people
of Nazareth about bringing glad
tidings of freedom for captives
and the oppressed, sight for
the blind (see last Sunday's
gospel): Hearing these words
challenges the people to do

Study of the Readings

what they hear (“fulfilled in your
hearing”), and for this they
reject Jesus and want to
destroy him. Yet God, whose
word Jesus speaks, delivers
him (“passed through the midst
of them”). Eventually enemies
do destroy Jesus on the cross.
But do they?

Connecting the Gospel

... to the First Reading:

In the prophetic tradition
Jeremiah is the classic
example of the rejected

prophet. How tender are the
words of God to Jeremiah, that
no matter how people attempt
to crush him, God will
strengthen, protect, and deliver
the prophet.

... to experience:

Often in our desire to be
accepted, we adjust what we
say to what our audience will
accept. Announcing the
message of the Gospel is not
undertaken for the sake of
being accepted, but in order to
be faithful to God's word.

PARISH NEWS

The Gospel is the Good News. It shows us
the path to everlasting life. But sometimes
it does this not just by showing us what to
do, but also demonstrating what not to
do. Today is a great example. Jesus
preaches in Nazareth, where he grew up.
The hometown crowd is expecting to hear
some inspiring words, and maybe even
see some miracles. But that’s not what
Jesus has in store for them. Instead, he
challenges them, pointing to their self-

centeredness and their unwillingness to

open-up to God. Definitely not the easy
message they wanted to hear! This is a
moment of decision for his audience. Do
they allow Jesus’s hard words to change
them, leading to conversion and deeper
relationship with God? Or do they put up
and and

walls, respond with anger

stubbornness? We know how they
chose. The challenge for us is to choose
differently when we’re confronted by a
challenging message from Christ and His

Church. One of those challenging topics in

our parish today is the need to support
the Annual Diocesan Appeal. It can be
easy to react to this conversation by
putting up walls or tuning things out. But
the parish’s needs are real. What’s more
important than whether we give or not is
whether we allow ourselves to be
challenged by the invitation to contribute,
allowing ourselves to lower our defenses
and to prayerfully listen and discern. Try it
out today, and see how the Lord prompts
you.

Online Giving
https://giving.parishsoft.com/

(3576.70) _ applgiving! MASS ATTENDANCE:
strichardemporiava
Text gF;VE ¢ January 23rd
ex o
32

Last Week's Offerto
Actual
01/16/22: $807.70 $231.00
Building Fund: $25.00
Respect Life: $182.00
|01/23/22: $807.70 $308.50

($499.20)

434-603-6341

Cuarto Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

Enfocando el Evangelio
Palabras y frases claves:
cumplido en tu oido, palabras
de gracia, llenas de furia,
tiralo hacia abajo, pasa por
medio de ellas

Al punto: "palabras de
gracia" al pueblo de Nazaret
acerca de traer buenas nuevas
de libertad para los cautivos y
los oprimidos, vista para los
ciegos (ver el evangelio del
domingo pasado): Escuchar
estas palabras desafia a la

Estudio de las Lecturas

gente a hacer lo que escuchan
("cumplidos en tu oido"), y por
esto rechazan a Jesus vy
quieren destruirlo. Sin
embargo, Dios, cuya palabra
jesus habila, lo libera ("pasé por
medio de ellos").
Eventualmente, los enemigos
destruyen a Jesus en la cruz.
Pero, ¢lo hacen?

Conectando al Evangelio
... a la Primera Lectura:
En la tradicion profética,
Jeremias es el ejemplo

clasico del profeta rechazado.
Cuan tiernas son las palabras
de Dios a Jeremias, que no
importa cémo la gente intente
aplastarlo, Dios fortalecera,
protegera y liberara al profeta.

... experimentar. A menudo,
en nuestro deseo de ser
aceptados, ajustamos lo que
decimos a lo que nuestra

audiencia aceptara. Anunciar el
mensaje del Evangelio no se
realiza por el bien de ser
aceptado, sino para ser fiel a la
palabra de Dios.

NOTICIAS PARROQUIALES

El evangelio es la buena noticia. Nos
muestra el camino a la vida eterna. Pero a
veces lo hace no solo mostrandonos lo que
debemos hacer, sino también demostrando
lo que no debemos hacer. Hoy es un gran
ejemplo. Jesus predica en Nazaret, donde
crecié. La multitud de la ciudad natal
espera escuchar  algunas palabras
inspiradoras y tal vez incluso ver algunos
milagros. Pero eso no es lo que Jesus tiene
reservado para ellos. En cambio, los

desafia, sefialando su egocentrismo y su

falta de voluntad para abrirse a Dios.
iDefinitivamente no es el mensaje facil que
querian escuchar! Este es un momento de
decision para su audiencia. ¢{Permiten que
las duras palabras de Jesus los cambien y
los lleven a la conversién y a una relacién
mas profunda con Dios? ¢O levantan muros
y responden con ira y terquedad?
Sabemos cémo eligieron. El desafio para
nosotros es elegir de manera diferente
cuando nos enfrentamos a un mensaje

desafiante de Cristo y su iglesia. Uno de

esos temas desafiantes en nuestra
parroquia hoy es la necesidad de apoyar la
Campania Diocesana Anual. Puede ser facil
reaccionar a esta conversacion levantando
muros o desconectando las cosas. Pero las
necesidades de la parroquia son reales. Lo
que es mas importante que dar o no es si
nos dejamos desafiar por la invitacion a
contribuir, permitiéndonos bajar nuestras
defensas y escuchar y discernir con
oracion. Pruébelo hoy y vea cémo el Sefior

le indica.

Next Week’s Ministry Schedule

Upcoming

READERS BODY OF CHRIST USHER
Elsie Dave Elizer
Moleno Thomas Carillo
Esther Dave
Zepeta Thomas

Feb. 6-Resume Faith Formation Classes
Feb. 13-Pastoral Council Meeting
Feb. 20-Finance Council Meeting




